RENAISSANCE, HUMANISM

1. Renaissance

- 14th — 17 th century

- beginning in Florence in the Late Middle Ages

- cultural movement in western and middle Europe

- learning based on classical sources

- development of linear perspective in painting, educational reform

- artistic developments and the contributions of polymaths (Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo)
- renaissance: ,, bridge between the Middle Ages and the Modern era’

- amajor spiritual content of renaissance was humanism

Art:

Michelangelo — David, Creation of Adam (fresco in Sistine Chapel)

Leonardo saVinci —Monalisa, Vitruvian Man

Donatello — David, St.Mark

Architecture:

Filippo Brunelleschi — he was engineering Florence Cathedral

- very important architectural work was the rebuilding of St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City
Science:

Copernicus: Copernican Revolution, heliocentric model (Sun is the center of universe)

Galileo Galilei: Eppur s muove! (A predsa sa to¢i!)



2. Humanism

Humanism isaworldview and a moral philosophy that considers humansto be of
primary importance. It is a perspective common to a wide range of ethical stances that
attaches importance to human dignity, concerns, and capabilities, particularly rationality.
Although the word has many senses, its current philosophical meaning comes into focus when
contrasted to the supernatural or to appealsto higher authority. Since the 19th century,
humanism has been associated with an anti-clericalism inherited from the 18th-century
Enlightenment philosophes. The term covers organized non-theistic religions, secular
humanism, and a humanistic life stance.

History

Theterm " humanism” is ambiguous. Around 1806 Humanismus was used to
describe the classical curriculum offered by German schools, and by 1836 "humanism™ was
lent to English in this sense. In 1856, the great German historian and philologist Georg Voigt
used humanism to describe Renaissance Humanism, the movement that flourished in the
Italian Renaissance to revive classical learning, a use which won wide acceptance among
historians in many nations, especially inltaly. This historical and literary use of the word
"humanist" derives from the 15th-century Italian term umanista, meaning a teacher or
scholar of Classical Greek and Latin literature and the ethical philosophy behind it.

Greek humanism

Sixth-century BCE pantheists Thales of Miletus and Xenophanes of Colophon
prepared the way for later Greek humanist thought. Thales is credited with creating the maxim
" Know thyself", and Xenophanes refused to recognize the gods of his time and reserved the
divine for the principle of unity in the universe. Later Anaxagoras, often described as the
"first freethinker”, contributed to the development of science as a method of understanding
the universe. These lonian Greeks were the first thinkers to recognize that nature is available
to be studied separately from any alleged supernatural realm.

Pericles, a pupil of Anaxagoras, influenced the development of democracy, freedom
of thought, and the exposure of superstitions. Although little of their work survives,
Protagoras and Democritus both espoused agnosticism and a spiritual morality not based on
the supernatural. The historian Thucydides is noted for his scientific and rational approach to
history. In the third century BCE, Epicurus became known for his concise phrasing of the
problem of evil, lack of belief in the afterlife, and human-centered approaches to achieving
eudaimonia. He was also the first Greek philosopher to admit women to his schoo



