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Soil type Distribution Characteristics 

Black earths Warmer and drier areas The most fertile, best for 
agricultural purposes 

Flood-plain soils Along rivers and river terracettes, in 
lowlands 

More fertile than black earth but 
rare 

Brown earths Deciduous forests (oak, horn-beam, 
elm), in lowland margins Fertile 

Brown forest soils Deciduous forests (beech), on non-
carbonate rocks (granite, sandstone) Less fertile, forestry usage 

Rendzinas Deciduous forests, on carbonate rocks 
(limestone, dolomite) Few nutrients 

Podzols Coniferous forests (spruce, fir, pine), 
higher mountainous areas Infertile 

Gleys Waterlogged soils, under dwarf pines in 
high altitudes (mountains) Infertile 
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