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THE Second World War greatly affected the lives of
British people. For six years civilians lived dangerous
and disrupted lives, as you will see on the next six

pages.

Waiting to be bombed

Britain was preparing for war well before it actually
started. During recent wars in Spain and the Far East
there had been awful bombing of towns and cities.
The government expected the same to happen in this
war and precautions were being taken months before
the War began.

SOURCE 1 A photograph taken in February 1939.
‘Anderson’ bomb shelters are being delivered in
London. The shelters were sunk into the ground in
people's back gardens
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SOURCE 3
A photograph
of a family
practising
wearing their
gas masks in
1939
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SOURCE 4 One of the leaflets sent to eve
household in September 1939
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i On 1 September 1939, two days before war was
| finally declared, the black-out was introduced.
| Everyone, however young, had to have a gas mask

| They had to be taken everywhere. Their smell of
' rubber and disinfectant made many people sick.

Leaflets such as Source 4 were sent out to every
|' house to explain what to do in a gas attack.

‘ (see Source 3), and 38 million gas masks were issued.

1. Look at the instructions in SOUF
leaflet frightened people so
was a sudden flood of marriat
writing wills. Why do you think

2. List the precautions taken by
in 1939. Explain the reasons

3. Explain how civilians’ lives
before the War started.
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OURCE 5 Numbers of people
jacuated by the government in
september 1939
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SOURCE 6 Industrial areas and
centres of population

Enormous numbers of people
were evacuated. Altogether, nearly
one and a half million people
moved in September 1939. Most
of these were moved in one
weekend! The country's entire
transport systemn was taken over
for evacuation for four days.
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The Blitz begins

THE afternoon of 7 September
1940 was a glorious one. Many
Londoners were enjoying the late
summer sunshine when at 4.36
p.m. the air raid sirens started.
Within minutes, wave after wave
of German bombers appeared,
showering London with bombs.

It was the terraced houses in
the East End, near to the factories
and docks, which suffered most.
Many men, women and children
were appallingly injured. Others
were blown to pieces, so that
nothing remained. Of some there
was only a foot, a hand or a piece
of raw flesh left. The "all clear’
didn't sound until 5.00 a.m. the
next morning. The Blitz had
begun.

During these first twelve hours
436 people were killed and 1600
severely injured. Two months of
nightly bornbing followed. Then
the Germans turned their attention
to other cities, such as Liverpoal,
Glasgow and Coventry. The Blitz
did not end until May 1941. By
that time 1,400,000 people in
London had been made homeless.
Across the country 43,000 people
were killed.

During an air raid people relied
on Civil Defence workers, who
included the Auxiliary Fire Service,
Air Raid Precautions (ARP)
wardens and the First Aid Post, to
do the most dangerous jobs. Many
of these workers were unpaid
part-timers with other jobs, and
many were wormen.

The ARP wardens (one in six of
whom were women) patrolled
their areas once the air raid
warning siren had gone. They
called the emergency services, and
as they were often the first at the
scene they rescued people and
helped put out fires.

SOURCE 1 An artist's
reconstruction of the inside of an

Anderson Shelter

B The church was a popular shelter. People felt that nowhere would

SOURCE 2 A first-hand account of the Blitz, by a member of the First
Aid Post, 14 September 1940

tﬁeytésafsrmanunderﬁhepmﬁectmafmeﬁhumh s0 it was full
when the bomb fell.

‘The bomb had burst in the middle of the shelterers, mostly women
and small children. The scene resembied a massacre with bodies, ]
limbs, blood and flesh mingled with little hats, coats and shoes. The
people were literally blown to pieces. The work of the ARP services
was magnificent — by nine o'clock all the casualties were out.

After a heavy raid there was the task of piecing the bodies
together in preparation for burial, The stench was the worst thing |
about it — that, and having to realise that these frightful pieces of |
flesh had once been living breathing people. It became a grim and !
ghastly satisfaction when a body was reconstructed — but if one was
toaiavishmmaiﬁnganebm}'ammmfemenmemmdhawsaﬂ

gaps. There were always odd limbs which did not fit, and there were
too many legs. Unleﬁmmptamyﬁrmgnpanﬂumﬂwsnam
was nevitable.

1. How would you set about
finding out how realistic this
drawing is?
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SOURCE 34 Government instructions for using a

3 MOMNDAY THURSDAY
BREAKFAST {each day = DINMER —
Porridge ar any breakfasi Beabed marrow. (Siff with
cereal with fresh or stewed remuing of yesrerday's beef,
Sruit, foliowed by bread and minced. |
butter or foast and marmalade  College pudding
Eggs ewceastonally if means TEA-5UPPER —
allow Mived Vegetable Casserole.
Milk 1o drink or mitky tea. Oven-pocrsted bread and fam
DINMER — Milky teca or fruir-fuice drink
Veeperable soup made with home FRIDAY
stock, ar DENNER —
Jacker sapsages (for the older Bombay Rice
e Cabbage
gl Raisin fasty adumplings with Cralden Apples
il il golden svrup TEA-SUPPER —
-iI' TEA-SUFPER — Vegetable Salad, (A mizture of
| Blackberry Bake. any diced cooked vegerables —
|,|||| Whalemeoal bread and burrer. CaArFors, eas, polatoes,
i:|:,! Cocoa. Bbeetroot, = on lefuce. )
| TUESDAY Whodemeal Bread and Burrer.
DNNER — Rice Pudding and Top Milk.
N Murtom pre. Jocket potatoes. SATURDAY
.]|| Baked or stewed apple. DIMNER —
”! TEA-SUFPER — Liver caxserale.
fll Macaroni cheese Mashed potantoes, (Greens.
!|l| Bread and butter. Milk jelly.
Fresh fruit, TEA-SUPFER —
Milk or fea. Bread and Burrer Pudding,
WEDNESDAY Fresh or stewed Fruit.
| DINMER — SUNDAY
Braised fladk of beef. (Beaf DINNMER —
shouild b boned and rolled, Hoiled Beef, Carrois and
keeping bones for soup, and Dumplings, Greers,
braised in large saucepan with  Golden Spange Pudding.
vegetables rownd. ) TEA-SUPFER _
Chocedate hlancrmange. (Cheese and Tomale
TEA-SUPFER — Sundwiches,
Scramibled eggs on livast. Cake.
Stewed dried apricots. Mitk Diriak
Milk drink.

SOURCE 36
A week's
menus, from a
government
information
leaflet

'SOURCE 35 The Picture Post.

i

i

aper advised
e

i

SOURCE 37

A government poster showing
a popular slogan




