i
& “E" f_};ql....r
*
4, feved
[ La Arahlaw Drser

BETWEEN THE RIVERS

In this unit vou will lzarn about;
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¥ the geography of the Fertile Crescent
% the Sumerians
¥ ihe Babylonians, the Assyrians and the Persians

L Geozraphy

1. Read the text, then look at the maps carefully, Use the maps to write
out the basic geographical information about Mesopotamia.

‘One pfithe world's sarlicst ervihzations grew up on the ferile plaing between the rivers Tigns and
Fuphrates which rise in the Armenian mountams, The land between the tworfivees bezame knoen
us Mesopolsmin. The rame comes flom two Grock words, ‘'mese’ mcaing ‘middle’ and
'pgtﬂ_ﬁip;' meaning river’. Mowadays this part iz called Trag : : :
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1. Why would anpone wish to settle down in the middle of the desert in what |vﬂt&]ou1ﬂbKl
is now lower Irag?

2 Think af what the river conld provide to the earllest civilizations.
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LL The Sumerians
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1. Read the following article and answer the guestions,

The way to the city-state.

Spthe time herween 5000 and 3500 BC, mountain folk fom the oorth speaking a language
called Sumerian moved into this plain. The Sumerians gave up bunting wol begas fo-farm,
They lezint how to contral the rver flocds, bailding earth Hanks, channels and dichies o
direct water where they wanted il foge. They became very skilled farmers prowvitig wiheat,
Earley, vegelables and dates, crafismen and builders of houses of dried roud, This wagat-ahle
| far one mhabilant even for one family, The familiss jeined together 1o create a village thal
contralied the surrounding ares. Some villages became political and commengial sentres of 2
neéighbouring territoey and they also controlled smaller villages there. Gradually-these centzes
chionged into cities sutrounding by walls made of clay. The cities were ruled by the Conmil
of Elders, There was 2 lzrge temple in the ceatre of cach city. The temgls wwes muinly
religions cemire, even ihe commercial and colhral centrs and the place where the prodiction
was put down, The temple had its own fields farmed by slaves or servants. Priests and writces
conld verite and zo they could record commarcial agenda, political events and ohserve this
celestial bodies to foreses the floods. They alsé organised the werk in lhe city, take cars of |

religinus coremonies and divided the produstion of the city among its inhabsianis momeyless.
Later this became the Tole of a king. The king fived m a palace that now begana the camtre.of
the city. The king and his officials / priesrs, writers and warriors | dirceted the-gity, otganised
work, supervised the irrigation work, divided the production, decided whe shobld farm which
land and defended the cioy against the encmies. The fiist ¢dies called cily-states wore
established by the Sumerlans around 3500 BC. The cices of Sumer foaght between cach
thier constently, thainly because of water suppliss and Tand” Sometimes oie gity was the
most important, sometimes another. For a time Kigh was the stronges! city, fhen-Boech, whase,
mvsterions King Gilgamesh became the hero of many later stories, then Tit-and  fnally:

Lagush. X

1. Explain how the city-states were cremted. 1. Write put the well known Sumerian ciiy-states.

3. Write out the cemtres of a ciry and the robe they played. d. Why were the cities surcounded by wally?

.. Draw a pyramid showing the structure of the Sumerian society. Then
wrile what role each group of the Sumerian society had,



5. Read the article about the Sumerian architecture and religion.

Architecture

3 i a5 the temple, the centre of the city. The
reatest example of the Sumerian architesture was tre of 4 |
o i temples <alled the siggurat. One of the best known is the zigpurat at Ur

Surierians buill stepped : | :
il arcind 2100 BC and worshinped as the home of the Moon God, Nanna. The ?g.gmrs were ,

bt of clay bricks or wood wought from Libaton.

Religion
ic religi rhi ians and Asyrians. They
Lans created polytesstic religion which later adapted Babylonians and A by}
E:E.:E:dmtﬁ;: r:;:!guds crﬂggw world and & man; that they were :rcsp«cmsj_b]q Wﬂﬂh ﬁmm: !
Shoreins and wind. The kings weré considersd to be the descendants of the Gad a_nﬂéw:as-warshmwd-
ag e God, !
L= A4 -

4. Louk at the picture below and write out the main parts of the ziggurat,

The ziggurat at Ur as it appeared €. 2100 BCE.

3. Return back to the Stone Age, Which buildings were used as shrines in
the P"aleolithic and then in the Neolithic Age?

0. Try to write in your own words what a polyeeistic religion is?

T. Before yon start reading the following story, find the meaning of these

words.

| quayside, 3 pa';e-r:l_caﬁ}:yifd, nemét'ﬁ, riﬁi_{;u_ri;; h'afpim a harp, to clutch,to |

harncss oxen, scattered cups, the tomb, a port, sacrifice, shrine

Thie mystery of Ur

The Sumerian city we know most about is U, 1 was found by an English team, fed by Leonard |
Waouley between 1924 and 1934 !
Ur, between 3200 BC and 2500 BC, was a rich 2nd powerful port. The remmins of I:ugln:;.ri
quysides have been found and inside fortified walls marry of the houses were two stereys High

with a barge raom facmg an 19 a paved central courtyard. AL the city's centre lay the Sacred Area

where a palace, public buildngs and termples stood. Towering over all clse was the pyranid -

shaped ziggparat. At the top oF the zgpurst was the shrine of Manmna, the Moan God On New

Year's Day a procession of priests mounted 1o the top of the zigrerat and there made swrifioss 10
‘Matna o that he would protect the zity and its lands throughout the coming J.rc:w.t e '!
Begide the Sacved Area, Waooley found the toval cemetry. As well g many heantifil and

precious ohjects, he fimnd the remaing of an astonishing and terrible even:.

i the tomb of the Quesn Shub - Ad were more than sixty female skeletons. The fragments of |
thisir clotles and jewellery revealed that they were noblewomen from the royal eour: Nearhy were |
soldiers with their spears beside them, a harpist clutching his Yarp and oxen still hamessed tu-l]u:jr!
wagons. The hands of most of the skeletons were raised s if g0 their mouths and-littie clay cups
were seatiered on the floor of the tomb, It seems that the servants of the dead king or fibeen ;
fallowed the body to the tomb. There they took poisen because their master ar mistress could not |

continu after - life alone. Leonzard Woeley called this area the Death Pit, r

Who won ¥eamouel Wamb,a,— L

“10. Now read the article about the Sumerian inventions and wrile the basic

ones out,

‘I e Sumerian fnventions ]Vumlo
Surzian craftsmen were very skillful Firstly they began to use the wheel % ol
- completely clear how ipjwas invenied. By 3250 BC the Sumerians had whieled carts |
and, soon afier, polleys Tor taising warer from their weils. Secondly theydiscovered
| heranto make bronze by mising copper and tin, i i ST
- The. Sumerians. alsc used ssiling boats on Tizris and Eifeathes. Thew
| =xcelleni mathematicians and_astromomers. Though they could ‘ot i
nndteds, they prefesred 1o e 60 as their Basic arithmetical unit. Frotn therm
' 36i-degree circle, 60 minote hour and 60 second minute, i

x 5

| They-also developed a complex lesal system, 2 sot of luws d:aling_‘fr_@;ﬁ W
wrongdoers. For example, if v bouse fell down because it had been bured By bt and the-
- ovmer was Killed, then the builder was likely 20 %e pul-to death. If 2 dosfor through.
imlcsshcss wat tespunsible fiir i gatient-lasmg his cye, then he could e ose |

is iad. ' g
-Around 3000 DC the Sumerian tragders started w0 make pleture signs on clav tabiéts so
<that they had some reeord of their sales and: purchases. This was the Begimming of -
writing, The Sumerian writing is called cuneiform, The ward alsa cami from latin
wonl eunews” meaning ‘wedge . For writing they used soft elay tablets aivwhich thiey
wrote with reed pens. 18 they wished to keep what they bad writien, they tﬁaf.odﬁ:dny
JAablels. The cunedform was a picture wariting, butes tme passed their writm ,Imljﬁ:l
| fewier: pictures ‘and more symbols The letter could be drawn quickly anlidleasty i
Wedaes. Later signs were wed for syllables which when combined (ogetae made.
another word. Eventually ihere were more than siv bundred canelform “elarris. The
euneiorm was first wsed by traders and by tax colicoions o keep accounts: "J_“_l-!g,lciru cime
to ke wsed by pricsis and Kings. The Snraerime bud schools and & special teaining eonrse
for theze whe wisleed to masier the skill of woting The deciphering of cuneiform cime
dn thie 1% century. 1 wadonot deciphersd By one man a8 i the case of i I o
Mastly it was dne 1o Glerrnan schoolteacher George Fridrich Grotefenid und fater to |
Henry Rawlinson. 3
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11. Complete the following sentences about the Sumerian writing.

The Sumesian writing 15 called. ...

TE SRS coariiciansesenieee W including aboml.. o e Symbols,
The Sumerians wsed for writing ... .......... end they weate o ..
Later on the cuneiform sign standed for a.. ... mstead of word,

The cuneiform was used fistly by i st O e
The Sumerians had gpecial ..o 0master the skl of writing

The cuneiform was deciphered By.. oo

12, Look at the below cuneilform symbols.

14. Write out the hasic priacipalities of the Somerian iegal system,

I5. Think of why the people needed a set of laws. Talk about it in the class.

16. Read about the oldest literary work.

The story of Gilgamesh

The story of Gilgamesh, based wpon older stories that had been passed from sesizrztion to
gencration, was first written asound 1700 BC on clay tablets The story tells abourall sorts of
adventures Gilgamesh experienced while loeking for his ancestor Utanapishtins When at last
hex found him, Utarapishrim teld him the story of the catastrophe which he ﬁnljf sunvived. The
story was remembered by later generations in the E.pvl: of Gilgamesh,

ST £

For one day the South Wind filew, gathering speed, submerging rhe mountains, oaHaking
the people fike o baile. Adad's ?'age reached the heaven, furming all lizht to darkness, Six
diays and sir nights J!h'gaa' tiee wind and the flood and the cyelone devastared the laond,

When the seventh day came, the cyclone, the flood, the battle was over. All manking was
firmed (o clay. The ground wees far like a roof

17. Do you know any similar stories about the Great Flood?




